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Contact Information
Primary Point of Contact
Name: Donald J. Gay
Title: Fire Chief
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Title: Assistant Village Manager
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La Grange, Illinois 60525

Phone Number: 708-579-2338
E-mail: dgay@villageoflagrange.com

Phone Number: 708-579-2315
E-mail: apeterson@villageoflagrange.com

2016
Reporting Year: ___________________

Background: Cook County and participating municipalities in the county developed a hazard mitigation plan
to reduce risk from all hazards by identifying resources, information, and strategies for risk reduction. The
federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state and local governments to develop hazard mitigation
plans as a condition for federal disaster grant assistance. To prepare the plan, the participating partners organized
resources, assessed risks from natural hazards within the county, developed planning goals and objectives,
reviewed mitigation alternatives, and developed an action plan to address probable impacts from natural hazards.
By completing this process, these jurisdictions maintained compliance with the Disaster Mitigation Act, achieving
eligibility for mitigation grant funding opportunities afforded under the Robert T. Stafford Act. The Annex can be
viewed on-li ne at:
http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/

Summary Overview of the Plan's Progress: The performance period for the Hazard Mitigation
Plan became effective on September 26, 2014, with the final approval of the plan by FEMA. The initial performance
period for this plan will be 5 years, with an anticipated update to the plan to occur before September 2019. As of
the reporting period, the following overall action plan progress can be reported. Please see Hazard Mitigation
Action Plan Matrix Table in Annex:


8.5
2
17
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
were reported as being complete.



4
23
8.5
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
reported no action taken.

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to provide an annual update on the implementation of the action plan
identified in the Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The objective is to ensure that there is
a continuing and responsive planning process that will keep the Hazard Mitigation Plan dynamic and responsive to
the needs and capabilities of the partner jurisdictions. This report discusses the following:






Natural hazard events that have occurred within the last year
Changes in risk exposure within the planning area (all of Cook County) Mitigation success stories
Review of the action plan
Changes in capabilities that could impact plan implementation
Recommendations for changes/enhancement.

The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee: The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee,
made up of planning partners and stakeholders within the planning area, reviewed and approved this progress report at
its annual meeting held in fall of the reporting year. It was determined through the plan's development process that a
steering committee would remain in service to oversee maintenance of the plan. At a minimum, the Steering Committee
will provide technical review and oversight on the development of the annual progress report. It is anticipated that there
will be turnover in the membership annually, which will be documented in the progress reports. For this reporting period,
the Steering Committee membership is as indicated in Table 1.
Table 1
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

7
Natural Hazard Events within the Planning Area: During the reporting period, there were (__)

natural hazard events in the planning area that had a measurable impact on people or property. A summary
of these events is as follows:
June 24, 2014. The rain event was a high intensity, short duration storm that exceeded the capacity of the Village’s sewer system
resulting in flooded streets and basements. In total, the Village received approximately 1.17 inches of rain within a 15 – 30 minute period.
We have received numerous calls from residents for basement backups, flooded rear yards, and intersection flooding. We received
several calls from businesses on Calendar Avenue that were experiencing backups.
July 12, 2014. Between 5 am and 10 am we received over 3 inches of rain. The amount of rain that fell put this rain storm into a 5-10
year storm event. During the event we received 1.07 inches twice, from 5:45 -6:45 am and from 8 am to 9 am. We believe that the
rainfall totals locally may have been more as the 15-minute increment automatic rain gauge is located in Riverside (We are in the process
of procuring our own rain gauge.)
August 22, 2014. The Village of La Grange was hit with a significant rain event that caused severe flooding throughout the majority of
town.
October 3, 2014. Last night the Village received somewhere between 2” and 3” of rain. This is based on a number of rain gauges
surrounding the area. The 5-minute increment rain gauge in Riverside that we normally refer to is currently not in service. (We have
included the purchasing of rain gauge that will meet our needs with the new controls for the pump station.) Throughout the Village the
sewer system surcharged resulting in flooded intersections in depressional areas (50th and Spring, Sunset and Elm.)
September 18, 2015. Today at approximately 1:00 pm, a short duration, high intensity rain storm occurred. The rain gauge in Riverside
measured peak rates of 0.64 inches in less than fifteen minutes and 1.09 inches in a half hour. This rainfall would equate to an
approximately two year event. We note the following related to this event: The Village’s sewer system surcharged during this rain event.
We received several calls related to basement backups in the central drainage basin of the Village. Calls were received from properties
in the CBD, 200 block of Park, and 200 block of Catherine. Since the event occurred during the day, more calls may be received today
and tomorrow. The majority of phone calls received were for water in the street, which mostly were related to blocked catch basins from
leaves and other debris. Crews were dispatched to remove debris that washed over inlets.
November 21, 2015. The Village of La Grange experienced a snow storm that dumped 11+ inched of snow over the area.
May 25, 2016. 1. We received four reports of street flooding (330 S. 8th, 9th and Benton, 48th and La Grange, and Ogden Avenue
Underpass) Two of these were the result of blocked catch basins. The other two were signs that the system was starting to surcharge.
All three of these events extremely taxed the public services provided to our residents. no residents were injured or killed in these events.

Mitigation Success Stories: (Insert brief overview of mitigation accomplishmen ts during the
reporting period)

The rain events from June 2014through May 2016, while causing untold dollars of damage,
provided the Village an opportunity to seek and secure not only federal grant monies, but the
Village was also able to secure a $15 million bond referendum for the installation of relief
sewers and a floodwall to help improve drainage in depressional areas that flood during large
rain events.
The work to improve these areas has been put on hold due to litigation with surrounding
entities. The Village continues to work hard towards a resolution.

Review of the Action Plan: Table 2 reviews the action plan, reporting the status of each action. Reviewers of
this report should refer to the Hazard Mitigation Plan for more detailed descriptions of each action and the prioritization
process. Action items are located in table Hazard Mitigation Action Plan Matrix of your Annex. You can retrieve your
annex at http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan
Address the following in the "status" column of the following table:





Was any element of the action carried out during the reporting period?
If no action was completed, why?
Is the timeline for implementation or the action still appropriate?
If the action was completed, does it need to be changed or removed from the action plan?

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# L1. — 1

Status Description:
Yes

# L1. — 2

Action Item Description

Maintain Warning Sirens and Code Red notification for early warning to residents.
Warning siren has scheduled and completed annual maintenance.
Code Red is also maintained. These items are budgeted for annually
and will continue to be budgeted for moving forward.

Village officials, department heads and other department members participated in a weather

# L1. — 3

Status Description:
No

# L1. — 4

Status Description:
Yes

O

Continue to support mutual aid assistance from local jurisdictions to ensure response
readiness during all hazards and disasters.

Status Description: relater Disaster Drill Tabletop exercise held in Clarendon Hills on October 28, 2015. The drill
Yes

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

O

brought multiple towns and multiple departments together to also test interoperability between
county lines. The village continues to look for these training opportunities for staff.

Continue to research and amend building and fire codes that improve all around public safety.

This is an ongoing effort and we anticipate that over the next 1-2 years
we will explore and potentially adopt new codes. we continue to make X
minor amendments as needed to improve safety where possible.
Ensure new development large and small are designed to reduce or eliminate flooding
as required by Village code, including providing on-site water retention capabilities.
Our requirements via the residential site development packet are more stringent than the MWRD WMO, which regulates storm water
management for larger projects. However, the one thing we need to do is incorporate these standards into our land development ordinances in the
municipal code.
Opus Project at Ogden and La Grange Rd was designed with on-site storm water retention capacity that significantly exceeds current capacity.
OgdenAvenue relief Sewer (OARS) is a long term objective and not moving forward at this time.

C = Project Completed

O

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

Action Item Description

# L1. — 5

Continue to expand the Maple Ave (MARS) sewer west of La Grange Road.

Status Description:

MARS has been extended to La Grange Road. The MARS extension
phase west of La Grange Road is planned for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

O

Yes

#

L 1. — 6

Status Description:
Yes

# L 1. — 7

Storm hardening of public utilities.
Com Ed is in process of replacing two 34 kv lines on Cossitt Ave from the Tilden Ave Sub-Station to
Western Springs. They are putting in 3 new 34 kv lines to replace existing and providing one as a potential
back up. Com Ed's replacement schedule has been expedited due to equipment failures of their equipment.
NICOR is completing a gas main replacement in our Business District and residential area between
Hillgrove and 47th (N-S) and East Ave to Brainard (E-W)

O

Public Works Facility Replacement due to old failing structure that houses all the Public Works
equipment.

No action taken.
Status Description: Continue to look at funding opportunities.
Due to fiscal restraints, this should change to Long Term project from Short Term.

X

No

# L1. — 8

Continue to support the implementation of the Hazard plan and updating.

Status Description:

The Village of La Grange continues to support the Cook County Hazard Mitigation Plan by working
towards completing, repairing, mitigating and identifying new potential hazards. Continue to seek training
opportunities for all employees and committing resources needed to complete this update in a timely
manner.

Yes

# L1. — 9

Consider participation in the Community Rating System.

Status Description:

No action taken. The Community Development department suggests
this item remain a low priority as there are only two properties in a
mapped floodplain.

No

# L1. — 10

Status Description:
Yes

O

X

The Fire Department/EMA to conduct a mass care and shelter drill which will involve the Village, Mutual Aid
Box Alarm System (MABAS), County MABAS Readiness Center volunteers and non-governmental agencies.
Village officials, department heads and other department members participated in a weather related Disaster Drill Tabletop exercise
held in Clarendon Hills on October 28, 2015. The Fire Department and La Grange MRC (Medical Reserve Corp) participated in a
sheltering and triage drill for the chemical leak at a water plant held in the evening of October 28, 2015. The La Grange MRC has
joined forces with Western Springs to form the West Suburban Medical Reserve Corp.
Disaster planning shall remain an ongoing action item.

C = Project Completed

C

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# L1. — 11

Action Item Description

Increase efforts on water conservation.

The Village has completely replaced the pump station with a new state of the art
Status Description: facility. Continues to complete sewer lining, sewer televising and leak studies
throughout town. The Village has completed a water main lining project on
Yes
Cossitt Ave and in the Villa Venice complex in the southeast part of town.
# L1. — 12

Status Description:
Yes

# L1. — 13

The original Maple Ave (MARS) Relief Sewer to La Grange Road has
been completed. In Fiscal Year 2019-2020, the expected plan is to
extend this sewer west of La Grange Road.

Status Description:

C

South of 47th, Storm hardening of a 100 year old sewer system, includes sewer
lining, continuation of the sewer service and to protect the infrastructure.
The Village has secured a $15 million Bond through a voter approved referendum to install a

# L1.14 —

O

Maple Ave relief sewer project, preliminary study complete, Combined Sewer.

Status Description: relief storm sewer and floodwall to improve drainage in the depressional areas that flood
Yes

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

O

during large rain events. These efforts are currently on hold due to litigation issues.
the village also supports sewer lining programs such as the Willow Springs Road storm sewer.

Where appropriate, support retrofitting, purchase or relocation of structures in hazard-prone areas
to prevent future structure damage. Give priority to properties with exposure to repetitive losses.

No action taken. Only two properties are in a mapped floodplain.
Community Development has requested this action item be removed.

R

No

# L1. — 15

Maintain good standing under the national Flood Insurance Program by implementing programs that meet or exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. Such programs include enforcing an adopted flood damage prevention ordinance, participating in floodplain
mapping updates, and providing public assistance and information on floodplain requirements and impacts.

The Village of La Grange maintains a floodplain management ordinance. The Public
Status Description: Works department has been working with GIS on GIS mapping utilization.
Public Works has recently participated in updating the FEMA flood plain maps with the
Yes
Village of Countryside as this update has impacted several properties within La Grange.

# L1. — 16

Integrate the hazard mitigation plan into other plans, programs or resources that
dictate land use or redevelopment.
For new developments we require on site volume control and rate control measures to address storm

Status Description: water runoff. Examples include 40 S. Ashland and Uptwon La Grange at Ogden and La Grange
Yes

O

O

Road. For residential property development, individual storm water volume control measures are
implemented which generally include infiltration systems in the rear yards.

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# L1. — 17

Action Item Description

Continue to support the county-wide actions identified in this plan.

The Village continues to support ongoing sewer lining projects such as the Willow
Status Description: Springs Raod storm sewer project..
The Village continues to seek funding opportunities and the ability to work with
Yes
partners to help reduce flooding impacts to the community.
# L1. — 18

Status Description:

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

O

South of 47th Street Drainage Basin, Install releif storm sewer and floodwall to
improve drainage in depressional area that flood during large rain events.

New - Long term based on potential legal battles, funding
opportunities.

N

Yes

# L1. — 19

Status Description:

Community Development has a new Director in place during 2016. Community Development will look into developing
new plans and/or update existing plans as this has not been done since the adoption of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.

New - Short term

N

Yes

# L1. — 20

Status Description:

Extend the completed phase of Maple Avenue Relief Sewer (MARS) west of La
Grange Road. This is set for fiscal year 2019-2020.

New - Long Term based on projected budget.

N

Yes

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Yes

Status Description:
Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

Public review notice: The contents of this report are considered to be public knowledge and have been prepared
for total public disclosure. Copies of the report have been provided to the governing boards of all planning
partners and to local media outlets and the report is posted on the Cook County hazard mitigation website.
Any questions or comments regarding the contents of this report should be directed to the primary and
alternate points of contact:
Donald J. Gay
Fire Chief
300 West Burlington Ave.
La Grange, Illinois 60525
708-579-2338
dgay@villageoflagrange.com

Andri Peterson
Assistant Village Manager
53 South La Grange Road
La Grange, Illinois 60525
708-579-2315

apeterson@villageoflagrange.com

