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Background: Cook County and participating municipalities in the county developed a hazard mitigation plan
to reduce risk from all hazards by identifying resources, information, and strategies for risk reduction. The
federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state and local governments to develop hazard mitigation
plans as a condition for federal disaster grant assistance. To prepare the plan, the participating partners organized
resources, assessed risks from natural hazards within the county, developed planning goals and objectives,
reviewed mitigation alternatives, and developed an action plan to address probable impacts from natural hazards.
By completing this process, these jurisdictions maintained compliance with the Disaster Mitigation Act, achieving
eligibility for mitigation grant funding opportunities afforded under the Robert T. Stafford Act. The Annex can be
viewed on-li ne at:
http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/

Summary Overview of the Plan's Progress: The performance period for the Hazard Mitigation
Plan became effective on September 26, 2014, with the final approval of the plan by FEMA. The initial performance
period for this plan will be 5 years, with an anticipated update to the plan to occur before September 2019. As of
the reporting period, the following overall action plan progress can be reported. Please see Hazard Mitigation
Action Plan Matrix Table in Annex:


27
5
18
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
were reported as being complete.



5
18
27
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
reported no action taken.

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to provide an annual update on the implementation of the action plan
identified in the Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The objective is to ensure that there is
a continuing and responsive planning process that will keep the Hazard Mitigation Plan dynamic and responsive to
the needs and capabilities of the partner jurisdictions. This report discusses the following:






Natural hazard events that have occurred within the last year
Changes in risk exposure within the planning area (all of Cook County) Mitigation success stories
Review of the action plan
Changes in capabilities that could impact plan implementation
Recommendations for changes/enhancement.

The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee: The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee,
made up of planning partners and stakeholders within the planning area, reviewed and approved this progress report at
its annual meeting held in fall of the reporting year. It was determined through the plan's development process that a
steering committee would remain in service to oversee maintenance of the plan. At a minimum, the Steering Committee
will provide technical review and oversight on the development of the annual progress report. It is anticipated that there
will be turnover in the membership annually, which will be documented in the progress reports. For this reporting period,
the Steering Committee membership is as indicated in Table 1.
Table 1
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

#
Natural Hazard Events within the Planning Area: During the reporting period, there were (__)

natural hazard events in the planning area that had a measurable impact on people or property. A summary
of these events is as follows:

There have been no natural hazard events in the planning area that had a measurable impact
on the people or property of the Village of Justice.

Mitigation Success Stories: (Insert brief overview of mitigation accomplishmen ts during the
reporting period)

The mitigation success story for the Village of Justice is that we did not have any occurences
that required any mitigation.

Review of the Action Plan: Table 2 reviews the action plan, reporting the status of each action. Reviewers of
this report should refer to the Hazard Mitigation Plan for more detailed descriptions of each action and the prioritization
process. Action items are located in table Hazard Mitigation Action Plan Matrix of your Annex. You can retrieve your
annex at http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan
Address the following in the "status" column of the following table:





Was any element of the action carried out during the reporting period?
If no action was completed, why?
Is the timeline for implementation or the action still appropriate?
If the action was completed, does it need to be changed or removed from the action plan?

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# J1.1 —

Status Description:
Yes

# J1.2 —

Status Description:
Yes

# J1.3 —

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

Modify landscape ordinance to encourage appropriate plantings within the ComEd
guidelines for planting near or under overhead power, phone, and cable lines.

The Village of Justice has created an Ordinance Review Committee
who is currently reviewing the full Municipal Code Book to apply all
necessary modifications to the Code and Ordinances.

O

Equip vital facilities with emergency power sources.
The Village of Justice Building Department has installed a generator to
C
the building and are looking towards additional communication
devices in case of emergencies.
Enforce ordinances concerning snow removal and parkway maintenance requirements.

The public works department, code enforcement officer, and Justice Police Department
Status Description: work in conjunction to enforce all ordinances concerning snow removal and parkway
maintenance requirements. This action is completed but is and ongoing goal.

C

Yes

# J1.4 —

Status Description:
No

Upgrade Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule.
The Village is still working towards completing this goal in order to measure
the quality of local government building code enforcement and the quality of
new construction

C = Project Completed

X

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

Action Item Description

# J1.5 —

Join Community Rating System.

Status Description:

The Village is still working towards this goal.

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

X

No

# J1.6—

Status Description:
Yes

# J1.7 —

Obtain training for Building Department in flood plain management.
The Director of Public Works, Building Commissioner, and Director of Economic
Development have been attending seminars hosted by FEMA and the MWRD and the
Public Works Director has become a Certified Storm Water Inspector. This action is
completed but is an ongoing goal.

C

Partner with Cook County to build storm water Projects.

In 2015 the Village and Cook County made improvements on Roberts Road in Justice
Status Description: by adding larger Storm Sewers in conjunction with road improvements to assist with
flooding in this area. This action is completed by will be an ongoing goal.

C

Yes

# J1.8 —

Increase stormwater management training at residential levels.

Status Description:

The Village has joined the MWRD's rain barrel program and provides information
online and in the Village Newsletter to increase residential knowledge of good storm
water practices and flood prevention. This is completed but will be an ongoing goal.

Yes

# J1.9 —

Status Description:

C

Upgrade and relocate tornado warning siren.

The Village is still looking into viable options to complete this goal.

X

No

# J1.10 —

Status Description:

Update Emergency Operations Plan post-disaster recovery plan for tornado and all
severe weather events.
The Village has started towards updating and emergency plan and has
started educating residents on the importance of emergency preparedness.

O

Yes

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# J1.11 —

Status Description:

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

Action Item Description

Where appropriate, support retrofitting, purchase, or relocation of structures in hazard areas to
prevent future structure damage. Give priority to properties with exposures to repetitive loss.

The Village has had no current reports of these structures but will
continue to take appropriate measures to fulfill this goal as necessary.

X

No

#

J1.12—

Status Description:

Continue to support countywide actions identified in this plan.
The Village works closely with the county to support all countywide
actions identified in this plan.

X

No

# J1.13 —

Status Description:

Actively participate in the plan maintenance strategy identified in this plan.
The Village is constantly active in the plan maintenance strategy.

O

Yes

# J1.14 —

Status Description:

Consider participation in incentive-based programs such as the Community Rating
System, Tree City, and StormReady.

The Village is exploring options based on funding capability to
participate in the above mentioned programs

O

Yes

# J1.15 —

Maintain good standing under the National Flood Insurance Program by implementing programs that meet or exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. Such programs include enforcing an adopted flood damage prevention ordinance, participating in floodplain
mapping updates, and providing public assistance and information on floodplain requirements and impacts.

The Village of Justice currently follows the rules and regulation enforced through the
Status Description: MWRD through the I&I program. The Village Public Works Department in
conjunction with the Village Engineer are constantly working towards making
Yes
improvements and providing public assistance & info on floodplain requirements.

# J1.16 —

Where feasible, implement a program to record high water marks following
high-water events.
The Village is working towards creating a program. Currently we do try to

Status Description: track these items but have not currently had any events where it was
Yes

O

O

necessary.

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# J1.17 —

Status Description:

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

Integrate the hazard mitigation plan into other plans, programs, or resources that
dictate land use or development.

The Village follows all FEMA regulation when it come to building in a
O
flood plain or flood way.

Yes

#

J1.18—

Status Description:

Consider the development and implementation of a Capital Improvement Program (CIP) to increase
the Village's regulatory, financial and technical capability to implement mitigation programs.

The Village has established a short-term plan for capital improvements
O
but a long term plan has not been established.

Yes

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Yes

Status Description:
Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

Public review notice: The contents of this report are considered to be public knowledge and have been prepared
for total public disclosure. Copies of the report have been provided to the governing boards of all planning
partners and to local media outlets and the report is posted on the Cook County hazard mitigation website.
Any questions or comments regarding the contents of this report should be directed to the primary and
alternate points of contact:
Matthew J. Zarebczan
Director of Economic Development
7800 Archer Road
Justice, IL 60458
708-458-2130
mzarebczan@villageofjustice.org

Krzysztof Wasowicz
Village President
7800 Archer Road
Justice, IL 60458
708-458-2520

kwasowicz@villageofjustice.org

